
May, 2018

Dear Friends and Supporters of YWCA Lancaster:

YWCA Lancaster is ON A MISSION to create real change for our neighbors and families in the community.  One of our 
great success stories is our housing program, established in 1889 to provide safe and affordable housing for women. 
Over the years, YWCA Lancaster has adapted its services to meet emerging community needs, but has continued to 
maintain its transitional housing program — the oldest and second largest in the county. Here is a little bit about the 
work we do:

Emergency Family Shelter: Six emergency family shelter rooms are available for parents with children up to age 18. 
This program is short-term. Families receive weekly case management to assist with housing, employment, mental 
health and any other needs they may have. Emergency shelter served 27 heads of household and 42 children in 2017. 

Rapid Rehousing Program: YWCA Lancaster leads the way in helping singles and families coming from homelessness 
to find housing in Lancaster County. We seek to house participants in a timely manner, regardless of current 
employment, family size, housing history, or addiction history. In 2017 this program served 157 individuals (55 heads 
of household and their children).
 
Permanent Housing: The YWCA offers 32 long-term, affordable housing rental units helping low-income single 
women and women with young children. Our residence staff provide ongoing support to the women by connecting 
them with resources to help them meet physical, emotional and financial goals. 

How can you get involved? Your generous financial gift to YWCA Lancaster will help us expand our housing program 
with additional units on our third floor. While we helped more than 230 people with our housing programs in 2017 
there is still a need.  The smallest of financial gifts can be used towards the purchase of new furniture to our existing 
rooms, provide new mattresses to residents, or assist a family in the emergency family shelter.

We are proud to be a part of YWCA Lancaster’s work to achieve meaningful change for our neighbors and community.

Our residents thank you.

Sincerely,

Michelle McCall, CEO      Susan Peipher, Board President



Our 20th annual Race Against Racism 
was a huge success, bringing a 
community together to stop racism. 

After a long winter that crept all the 
way into late April, the day of the 

20th Annual Race Against Racism started 
out with a little bit of fog, but then gave 
way to clearing, yet cloudy, conditions 
with seasonal temps.  A perfect day for 
a run.

That’s what nearly 3,100 people did 
for the longest consecutive-running 
Race Against Racism in the country. 
We’re proud to see the community come 
together to take a stand against racism 
and support those who seek peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

The funds from the Race Against 
Racism support YWCA Lancaster’s Social 
Justice and Advocacy Programs and it is 

estimated that more than $100,000 was 
raised.

In conjunction with the Race was the 
Kids Fun Run. More than 75 children ages 
12 and under completed the free dash! 
All kids received participation ribbons.

The 11th annual Humanity Fest had 
a fantastic turnout, with a dozen art 
and craft vendors, seven food trucks 
and 16 information tables with a varied 
assortment of culturally diverse food and 
crafts.

We thank everyone who helped make 
this race a huge success, and we want to 
see everyone again for the 21st Annual 
Race Against Racism: April 27, 2019.

We Raced for a Reason on April 28
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Thank you to our 
Race Partners:

PSECU
Arconic
Lancaster Community Foundation
TCG Advertising and Design
TW Ponessa
Atlee Hall
Brenneman Inc.
Interface Performance Materials
Murray Securus
National Novelty Brush Company
Penn Medicine Lancaster General
Bistro Barberet and Bakery
Alegre Concierge
Auntie Anne’s
Bath Fitter
BB&T
Blakinger Thomas PC
EHD
Gibbel Kraybill & Hess LLP
Henrietta Heisler Interiors
High Industries
Islamic Community Center of Lancaster 
K&B Summers, Inc.
KJ Entertainment
Lancaster Theological Seminary
Lancaster Toyota
Listrak
Martin Insurance Agency
Members 1st
PhotOle
RKL
Shumaker PDT
Turkey Hill Dairy
Two Dudes Painting
UGI
UPMC Pinnacle
Wheatland Advisors
Woodstream
Zug & Assoc.

B.J. Baldwin Electric, Certified Carpet, 
Creative Packaging Solutions LLC, 
Four Seasons Produce, Hagelgans & 
Veronis, Herr’s, LSJ Studios, Michener’s 
Engraving, Red Rose Sanitation, 
Sager, Swisher and Company LLC 
Certified Public Accountants, Simon 
Lever, The Hotel Lancaster, Triangle 
Communications, TriStarr.
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HELP US SUPPORT OUR MISSION
YWCA Lancaster is dedicated to eliminating racism; empowering women; 
and promoting peace, justice, dignity, and freedom for all. 

We cannot do this work without the support of our community. Your 
generosity and participation allow us to strengthen and expand our services to 
those in need. Please consider a donation to help us continue our mission. 

Please see the letter inside on how you can get involved and help us continue 
to do the great work that is needed.



YWCA Lancaster is proud to bring 
“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” to 
Tellus360 on Friday, June 15. 
Registration starts at 4 p.m., with 
the walk stepping off at 6 p.m. in 
Penn Square.

The international movement 
“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” began 

with a focus directed toward men 
and their ability to raise awareness 
in their communities about how 
sexual violence has affected women. 
Gratefully, over time, this event has 
proven to be so much more. 
Through education and 
awareness, and with the 
engagement of many others 
as allies, communities are 
created that understand 
that sexual violence isn’t 
experienced or perpetrated 
by just one group of people. 
Today, we attempt to take 
a much greater stride with 
our awareness, stepping 
out against sexual violence 
as it affects all members of 
our community regardless of gender, 
sexuality, ethnicity, or age. Walking a 
mile in high heels is symbolic of the                          
challenges faced every day by 
members of our community whose 
journey includes constant vigilance 

against the possibility of a sexual 
assault, violence in their homes, or for 
some, their paths of healing following 
an assault.

The proceeds from this event 
support the Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Counseling Center (SAPCC) 
at YWCA Lancaster. Serving as the 
designated rape crisis center for 
Lancaster County, SAPCC provides 
professional trauma-based 
counseling, medical and legal 
advocacy, and a 24-hour sexual 

assault hotline for victim survivors 
and their family members. All services 
are provided at no cost!

To get involved, we encourage 
anyone 16 and older to register and 
set up a fundraising page. From there 
you can utilize social media tools to 
reach your contacts, family, friends, 
co-workers, and neighbors. The 
success of this event depends on the 
fundraising efforts of our allies and 
advocates, and we make it easy to 
raise money!

Following the walk there will be 
an after-party at Tellus360 with food, 
drink and free foot massages! 
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Partnership and volunteer 
opportunities are available; 
for more information, visit 
ywcalancaster.org/WAM. 
Registration is open at www.
firstgiving.com/event/
ywcalancaster/2018-walk-a-mile-in-
her-shoes

YWCA Lancaster welcomes the 
jewelry-making social enterprise 
Revolution, which provides transitional 
employment and a supportive 
community to women experiencing 
homelessness or facing barriers.

From humble beginnings, our 
founders showed up at a women’s 
emergency shelter in 2014. They would 
braid hair, paint nails and listen. Many 
of the women at the shelter mentioned 
they had not had positive physical 
touch in a long time. It became 
apparent very quickly that as well as 
housing, food and other basic needs, 
these women needed community.

We saw the huge impact that 
showing up for our neighbors had. 
Not just for the women at the shelter, 
but for us as well. We started showing 
up consistently and loving well. That 
meant checking our presuppositions 
at the door and recognizing we are all 
women who experience  joy, pain and 
everything in between. Regardless of 
status, we all have inherent worth.

From volunteering at the shelter, and 
seeing the need for community and 
transitional employment, we grew into 
a non-profit social enterprise offering 
a jewelry workshop on Wednesdays at 
YWCA Lancaster.

We work with YWCA Lancaster to 
recruit women into our program. Each 
piece of jewelry reflects the inherent 
worth women possess. We train our 
makers, the women in our program, to 
craft jewelry beautifully. Once trained, 
makers are paid per piece of jewelry 
they create and can leave each jewelry 
workshop with between $10 and $40 
cash. This income generation provides 
bus fare and groceries, and may be 
the only earned income they receive 
in a week. To learn more please visit 
revolutionlancaster.com. 



YWCA Lancaster is now accepting 
nominations for the Annual Women 
of Achievement Awards taking 
place Friday, November 2, at the 
Inn at Leola Village. 

Nominations are being accepted 
through July 20 for the Second 

Annual Women of Achievement 
Luncheon.  YWCA Lancaster is excited 
to again host this event, which will 
honor six deserving women in our 
community and help to raise money 
and awareness for YWCA’s mission of 
eliminating racism and empowering 
women. 

The Women of Achievement 
Luncheon celebrates women who 
have demonstrated qualities of 
leadership and excellence in their 
personal and professional endeavors, 
whether or not they hold a prominent 
position. This is for the “unsung 
heroes” in our community: Women 
on a mission, who dare to make a 
difference!

The Awards Luncheon will be held 
on Friday, November 2, 2018, from 
11:30 a.m. –  1 p.m. at the Inn at 
Leola Village. We are very excited to 
have Dr. Wendy Osefo as our keynote 
speaker. Dr. Osefo is a Nigerian-
American television personality and 
a highly sought-after progressive 

political commentator and strategist. 
Wendy is a professor of education 
at The Johns Hopkins University, 
contributor at “The Hill,” and the 
founder and CEO of The 1954 Equity 
Project, LLC.

To find information about the 
event and to nominate a deserving 
woman, go to ywcalancaster.org/
womenofachievement  and download 
a nomination packet. Partner 
opportunities are still available.

Keynote speaker Dr. Wendy Osefo
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YWCA Board of Directors

Susan Peipher
President
Jessica Laspino
VP Administration 
Denise Burkholder
VP Program 
Molly Ramos
VP Finance and Assistant 
Treasurer 
Deborah Wilson Gadsden
VP Policy 
Nancy Klugh
Treasurer 
Nancy O’Halloran
Recording Secretary 

LuAnn Aument
Linda Castagna 
Heather Colosi
Ruth Devenney 
Lorraine C. Ford
Amy Giangiulio
TaWanda Hunter-Stallworth
Anna Echo-Hawk Sauder
Shelia O’Rourke 
Jennifer Reiner
Angela Rieck 
Dana Robertson
Shruti Sharma
Stacy Whisel

Do you know a woman 
on a mission?

A Special Thanks to All 
of Our Supporters

WOMEN OF
ACHIEVEMENTluncheon

June 11 – 13: Racial Justice Institute, Part I, Lancaster Theological Seminary

June 18 – August 24: YWCA Summer Camp, A Jurassic Adventure

July 18 – 20: Racial Justice Institute, Part II, Lancaster Theological Seminary

June 18: TechGYRLS Summer Camp starts, YWCA Lancaster

July 20: Nominations due for our Women of Achievement Luncheon

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

June 15: Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, Tellus360

September 18: Fall Tea Party, YWCA Lancaster

April was Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month, and we want to thank all who 
supported one of our many events.  
We collected two large boxes of new 
clothing for Penn Medicine Lancaster 
General Health, the only local 
hospital that administers the SAFE 
exam. More than $1,000 cash was 
raised at our three fundraisers held 
at local restaurants.

Our sponsorship of Blackbird at 
The Fulton came in at 110% of its box 
office goal. A total of 1,168 people 
attended one of the 23 performances 
during the three-week run. Nearly 
75 people listened to the powerful 
message by Matthew Sandusky 
at the Ware Center . Fifty people 
came out to Take Back the Night 
at Millersville University, and the 
Trauma Process Yoga Group had 
eight in attendance.



YWCA Lancaster is dedicated 
to eliminating racism and 
empowering women  

P R O G R A M S 
Childcare: Early Head Start and 
Pre-K Counts ensure developmentally 
appropriate care and school readiness for 
at-risk children. Before- and after-school 
care and summer camp provide safe and 
enriching activities for older children.

Racial Justice Initiative: 
Workshops, study circles, community 
discussions and more promote 
understanding and heal the wounds of 
racism.   

Sexual Assault Prevention & 
Counseling Center (SAPCC):
Professional counseling to victim survivors 
of sexual assault and their loved ones at no 

cost. SAPCC services also include a 24-hour 
Sexual Assault Hotline at 717-392-7273 and 
medical and legal accompaniment and 
advocacy.

Primary Prevention: Empowerment 
for children, teens and adults through 
training programs about sexual violence and 
sexual harassment. Mandated Reporting 
workshops to organizations that work with 
children.

Residence: Emergency housing for 
women with children, transitional housing 
for single women and women with children, 
and permanent housing for women who 
come from homelessness.

Women’s Overnight Winter 
Shelter: Overnight winter shelter for 
homeless women and women with children, 
housed at YWCA Lancaster and staffed by 
the Lancaster County Council of Churches.  
Runs from the first Sunday in December 
through the first Sunday in April. 

110 N. LIME STREET
LANCASTER, PA 17602

The “Soles of Lancaster” exhibit 
debuted at the 20th Annual 

Race Against Racism. Twenty local 
artists turned Converse All-Stars into 
pieces of art. The exhibit will be on 
permanent display at YWCA Lancaster.


